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I, Steven Shaw, do solemnly swear that | will support and defend the Constitution of the United States

against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that |
will obey the orders of the President of t he United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me,
according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God. October, 6, 1970.

EDITED EXCERPTS ONLY
RE: DUTY STATION CLG-5



What you are about to read are the edited excerpts of a journal of my time in the Navy which
was written for my family and children. It was completed from the perspective of a 17 year old
enlistee who served aboard the USS Oklahoma City CLG-5 from 1971 to 1973. This document
would not be possible without those who have gone before me and shared their own personal
histories, documents and photographs freely and openly on the internet so that others that have
walked in their shoes may remember and enjoy recollections of a common past.

One of my greatest regrets is that | took very few photographs of my time in the service. The

naval enlisted manés uniform was never designed w
about to wander the streets of foreign ports with an expensive camera hanging from a strap

around my neck. I wasnét a tourist, but a sailor
poor quality or hand me downs of bad shots that o

shore duty locations, including Yokosuka and Subic Bay, were photos taken from the internet
and represent events as close to the same object or time period under discussion. My thanks to
all the many contributors who shared their Navy photos and stories on the internet. | have
attempted to give credit to these sources but this was a two year effort and some of the
websites have changed or been lost and | apologize if | failed to give credit where credit is due.

Most of this journal is documented in a dated diary format punctuated by brief descriptions of
cultural items of interest. Much of the writings have been pieced together by old military
records, internet research, letters kept by myself and my family, and a weakened memory of
past events. | have tried to describe these proceedings in light of some political and historical
measures which occurred during my service time but please note that | restricted such
background to just the times | served aboard a ship or station when and where these events
occurred. There are many chronological gaps in the historical descriptions of the Vietnam War
due to my numerous travels back and forth from the combat zone. This is a personal journal and
is not intended for profit.

It is also with the greatest of thanks that | give credit to retired Lt. Phillip R. Hays, USNR for

permission to use his copyrighted photographs and comments which can be found in greater

detail at www.okieboat.com . Lt. Hays served as a Nuclear Weapons Officer aboard the

Oklahoma City during the same time as | did and his historical and technical knowledge of the

shipbs operations were invalwuable in researching
ship. His observations were so accurate that many of his writings have been included in

their original form as highlighted in the blue text font. We never met aboard ship but the
Lieutenantdéds generosity in allowing me to use his
realize that | served with others who look back upon their naval days with the same sense of

pride and accomplishment.

And finally, you are about to view never before seen combat photos taken from the signal
bridge of the USS Oklahoma City which have been stored in a dusty old shoebox in the back
of my closet for the last 38 years. | hope these excerpts bring back many of your long forgotten
memories as it did for me.


http://www.okieboat.com/

November 10, 1971 | boarded a bus in Bangkok and took the four hour ride to the
Thai Royal Naval base in Sattahip, Thailand and reported aboard the light cruiser USS
Oklahoma City (CLG i 5).

The USS Oklahoma City (CL-91/CLG-5/CG-5) was one of 27 United States Navy
Cleveland-class light cruisers completed during or shortly after World War Il, and one of
six to be converted to guided missile cruisers. She was the first US Navy ship to be
named for Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Commissioned in late 1944, she participated in
the latter part of the Pacific War in anti-aircraft screening and shore bombardment roles,
for which she earned two battle stars. She then served a brief stint with the occupation
force. Like all but one of her sister ships, she was retired in the post-war defense
cutbacks, becoming part of the Pacific Reserve Fleet in 1947.

In the late 1950s she was converted to a Galveston-class guided missile cruiser, which
involved removing all her aft guns and rebuilding her aft superstructure to accommodate
the Talos missile system. Like most of the Cleveland-class ships converted to missile
ships, she was also extensively modified forward to become a flagship. This involved
removal of most of her forward armament to allow for a greatly enlarged superstructure.
She was re-commissioned in 1960 as (CLG-5), and in 1975 re-designated (CG-5).
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In her second career she served extensively in the Pacific, playing a prominent role in
the Vietnam War, including participation in the evacuation of Saigon. She was
decommissioned for the last time in 1979. At the time of her decommissioning she was
the last Cleveland-class ship in service, and had served longer than any other ship of
that class.

Oklahoma City was sunk in weapons testing in 1999.
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When | reported aboard, the ship was Commanded by Captain John Joseph Tice Il and
was under the Administrative control of the Commander, Cruiser-Destroyer Force, U.S.
Pacific Fleet.

The USS Oklahoma City, CLG-5 also acted as a
command ship for the 7" Pacific Fleet,
commanded by Vice Admiral W. P. Mack, USN
and was designated as the Seventh Fleet
Command Ship Group Oklahoma City (CLG-5),
TG .The 7™ Fleet Commander was subordinate to
the Commander of the Pacific Fleet headquartered in Hawaii. The
ship regularly served as a unit of T.U 70.8.9 while involved in naval
gunfire operations off the coast of Vietham and as a unit of TG 70.0
while on AAW tasks in the Gulf of Tonkin. .

Vice Admiral William P. Mack,
1937-1975
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The actual details of the Command Structure at the time | reported aboard were as
follows: The present Commanding Officer of the USS
OKLAHOMA CITY (CLG5) was Captain John Joseph TICE
» “ I, U. S. Navy. He assumed command of the OKLAHOMA
CITY on 26 February 1971. The ship's Executive Officer was
Commander Rodney Lee STEWART, U. S. Navy.

OKLAHOMA CITY was under the Administrative control of
Commander, Cruiser-Destroyer Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
OKLAHOMA CITY was a Command Ship under the
operational control of Commander SEVENTH FLEET. Also,
while in the Western Pacific, OKLAHOMA CITY reported to
Commander Cruiser-Destroyer Group SEVENTH Fleet for administrative purposes.

Commander Seventh Pt Fupbiy

OKLAHOMA CITY was designated SEVENTHFLT COMMAND SHIP GROUP
OKLAHOMA CITY CLG5, TG 70.1 The OKLAHOMA CITY regularly served as a unit of
TU 70.8.9 while involved in Naval Gunfire Support Operations off the coast of Vietnam
and as a unit of TG 70.0 while on AAW tasks in the Gulf of Tonkin.

Internally, OKLAHOMA CITY was organized into nine departments - Executive,
Weapons, Supply, Operations, Engineering, Navigation, Medical, Dental and
Communications. | would spend most of my first tour of duty assigned to the Weapons
Department and my second tour assigned to the Executive Department.
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Later that afternoon | reported aboard by checking in

at the Quarterdeck and getting a temporary rack for SCRAPE A
the night, (we slept on bunks in a shore barrack and S lalag

racks when we were aboard a ship). | then GREY, AND
wandered about the compartments for a while and
ended up spending a few h
i brary bef or @atadns®und nped@sd m
escorted me back up to the quarterdeck. It seems |

had failed to complete the checking in process
correctly and was for mall
received 4 hours extra labor as a disciplinary

measure. My first day aboard and | was off to a

good start! | was then sent below decks to the very
bottom of the engine room where | was assigned to
crawl even deeper into a near empty oil storage tank
and finish draining and cleaning the tank in the dark,
cramped, overheated, poorly ventilated compartment. | emerged several hours later,
exhausted and covered in grease and oll.




My first day and | was already in trouble. What a way to start my new assignment !

can bar el

gotten confused and missed a duty muster the day before we left port and was
disciplined by being forced to clean out a set of dirty oil bilges located in a confined
crawl space deep withinthe bowel s of t he ship. Since
much and am still trying to get used to the 12 hour work days and additional sea
watches at night.
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The fAOkie Boato was unique in that it was per
AFor ward Deployedo}, in the country of Japan
seaport. Unlike other ships that deployed from U.S. ports for an assigned 6 to 8 month
ficruiseo Y HMeetsadiptipsp(WESPAC) this was one of a few ships that

remained in Asia on a permanent basis and was home ported in Yokosuka, Japan.

The Oklahoma City was sought out by career Navy men who wanted to remain in Asia

and/or had married into Asian families.

The |Iine staff aboard this ship appeared to b
protective of the old privileges and status that had been slipping since the new wave of

one time enlistments and reserve commitments which had swelled to support increased

manpower requirements for the Navy during the Viethnam War. This resulted in many

changes of the older rules and regulations in order to attract new recruits. Even as the

Navy tried to entice new blood, the Okie boat remained locked in to a more regulated

operational approach that was steeped in tradition going back to World War II. This

ship was old school Navy all the wayé.e a tou
best and worst in men.

AND YESéI N 1971, LARGER SHIPS MAI NTAI NED A BR
STILL BE SENTENCED TO LIVE ON BREAD AND WATER ! (As evidenced by photos
from the USS Midway).
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November 15, 1971 Departed port of Sattahip Thailand. Out to sea.

Nothing about the world is the same when comparing life on land to a ship at sea.

From the moment your ship first casts off from the pier you must began to deal with the
Amotion of the oceano. atyewmoveynudtadapytotheb o ut
constant sway of the ship. Whether its protected bays, calm waters, open sea, rough
waters or major storms, you must quickly learn to adopt as you walk, run, climb, lift,
work, eat and sleep in a constant pattern of motion. Much to my relief my sea legs
developed early and | found that as long as | kept food in my stomach | had no problem
with sea sickness. Even the familiar became the unfamiliar and had to be learned over
again as rooms became compartments, halls became passageways, walls were
bulkheads, stairs were ladders, beds were racks and bathrooms were heads.

Directions changed from left to Port and right to Starboard, or front to Fore and Bow and
rear was Aft or Stern. Kitchens were galleys and Mid-rats were midnight rations served
to watchmen. And there were pollywogs and shellbacks, getting short, gang-way,
acting salty, swabbing the decks and plenty of scuttlebutt and on and on it went, a
strange new language to be learned.

Ships were designed for naval warfare and not for the comfort of its sailors. Weapons
systems took priority throughout the ship and space was always at a premium. Living
compartments were small, cramped and poorly lighted. Jail cells had more room and
privacy then a sailor at sea. Our racks consisted of

a square piece of canvas threaded with rope at the

sides and then tied to rectangle shaped aluminum

piping. Racks were stacked in columns of three or

four depending on ceiling space and woe be to the

poor sailor that had a heavy bunkmate over his rack

as the canvas would sag with his weight. We were

expected to store all of our worldly possessions into

a 3X3 foot metal locker and became quite adept at

the art of folding clothes. Ventilation was usually

poor below decks, leaving one hot or cold at all

times and water fountains tasted like Navy JP-5 fuel

had leeched into the drinking systems. A Navy

shower was designed to save fresh water at sea

and consisted of a 30 second wet down, soaping up

without water and then a quick rinse. The showers

smell ed | ike toilets and the toilets smel

you dondét want to know!!
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